THE CHRISTIAN REPUBLIC.                 141

were intended by nature to live  under tlie control of
those whom she had made wise and intelligent ?

In the Universal Bepublic therefore, while in one sense
there were no slaves, in .another sense slavery was admitted.
The position given to the outcast class was what we may
call citizenship without emancipation. Their welfare was
regarded as not less important than that of the most ex-
alted. They were Christ's brothers, and he had pro-
nounced the solemn sentence, 'Whoso offendeth one of
these little ones that believe in me, it were better for him
that a mill-stone should be hanged round his neck, and
that he should be cast into the depths of the sea.' This
sentence contained the abolition of all the horrible usages
of ancient slavery, the tortures of the ergastulum, the
gladiatorial show. But, notwithstanding, the slave was left
under a control which might be harsh and rigorous, if
harshness and rigour appear necessary, because it was
believed that men were called to different offices in life,
and that while it was the glory and dignity of some to feel
nothing between themselves and God, to others it was
given only to see God reflected in wiser and nobler spirits
than themselves.